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Representing Nonresident Fathers in Dependency Cases
by Andrew Cohen

Unless the father receives services
to learn to parent, he is likely to fail,
especially given the complexities of
parenting children with histories of
abuse or neglect. As his lawyer,
your advocacy is critical to help the
court and agency see the father as a
viable permanency resource for the
child.

ENGAGING FATHERS
Article #2 in a series

This article offers practical guid-
ance to counsel for the nonresident
father seeking custody of the child
or some other custodial arrangement
that would let him maintain an on-
going relationship with his child
(e.g., kinship care with a paternal
relative or open adoption). It as-
sumes the nonresident father is not
the “offending” parent in the depen-
dency case, and that he has ap-
peared in court and is working co-
operatively with appointed counsel.
(See Locating Your Client, p. 151.)

Protecting the Client’s
Standing
At the earliest opportunity, you must
determine the father’s legal status
regarding the child. In some juris-
dictions, only “legal” fathers receive
notice of dependency proceedings
and are appointed counsel. In
others, courts also appoint counsel
for putative fathers identified by
CPS on its dependency petition or
by the mother. That appointment—
and the client’s standing to partici-

pate in the case—may be short-
lived. Putative fathers may have
only a small window of time in
which to establish paternity; their
right to participate in the depen-
dency proceeding may also be
severely curtailed until they estab-
lish paternity.1 (See first article in
this series, “Advocating for the
Constitutional Rights of Nonresi-
dent Fathers,” by Vivek Sankaran,
Nov. 2008 CLP.)

Determine whether the client is,
or ever was, married to the child’s
mother. Try to obtain a copy of the
child’s birth certificate.2 In some ju-
risdictions, the father’s name on the
birth certificate may be sufficient to
assure the client full parental rights
or standing to participate in the pro-
ceeding. But if the client’s name is
not on the birth certificate, or his

You’ve just met your client, a nonresident father who has little
or no relationship with the child who is the subject of the

dependency case. He has not paid child support and has never
visited the child. Will the judge and the child protective services
(CPS) workers believe your client can play a meaningful role in
the child’s life? Will they ever trust that he can succeed as a
custodial parent?

The series gives attorneys and
judges tools to better engage
nonresident fathers in child welfare
cases. Article topics include:

About this Series

o Nonresident Fathers’
Constitutional Rights (Nov. 08)

o Representing Nonresident
Fathers (this issue)

o Working with Males/Male
Help-Seeking Behavior

o Involving Nonresident Fathers:
Tips for Judges

o Engaging Incarcerated Fathers

o Child Support Issues

o Ethical Considerations
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presence alone is insufficient to pro-
tect the client’s standing, you may
need to help your client establish
paternity in the dependency court (if
it has jurisdiction) or in another
court.

CPS may also challenge the
father’s standing, or right to contest
the proceedings, based on abandon-
ment, nonsupport of the child, or
failure to establish a meaningful re-
lationship with the child.3 Become
familiar with the statutory and com-
mon law definitions of these terms.
When the client’s standing and right
to participate are at issue, you’ll
need to work quickly with your cli-
ent to show the court a history of
contact with the child (or an expla-
nation for lack of contact) and/or
evidence of payment of formal child
support or informal assistance.

Advocating for the Client’s
Goals
Communicate regularly with your
client. Make sure you fully explain
the nature of the dependency
process and the risks and benefits of
cooperating or fighting with CPS.
Only after such full disclosure can
the client make an informed deci-
sion about his goals.

Explain the potential “inciden-
tal” outcomes of the case. For ex-
ample, the dependency court may
have jurisdiction to order the client
to pay child support to the child’s
custodian or the costs of foster care
to the state. If the client is in the
country illegally, he may be subject
to seizure and eventual deportation
if he appears at court. Similarly, he
may be held on any outstanding
criminal warrants if he appears.
Such information may play an im-
portant part in the client’s decision
making.

The fully-informed nonresident
father may want to seek custody of
his child. He may want a relative or
other person to care for or even
adopt the child. He may want the
mother to regain custody. Or he may

want visitation regardless of the dis-
positional outcome of the case.

Fighting for Custody
The first step when the nonresident
father is seeking custody is to
inform CPS of the client’s goal. The
social worker may not be familiar
with the father or be aware of his
interest. If the conduct of the mother
leading to CPS intervention was
egregious, or if she refuses to
cooperate with services, the agency
may focus on placing the child with
the father. (For guidance when the
father lives out of state, see The
Interstate Compact on the Place-
ment of Children, p. 152). Even if
CPS is seeking to return the child to
the mother or is seeking an alterna-
tive plan, constantly remind the
agency of the father’s interest and
request that they consider a concur-
rent goal of custody by the father.
CPS goals often change and courts
often rule against parents who are
perceived to have abandoned their
efforts to work cooperatively with
CPS.

Visitation
Whether or not CPS supports the
father’s goal of obtaining custody,
the father must make every effort to
maintain a relationship with the
child through regular and frequent
visitation. If the father had little
contact with the child before court
involvement, he may have to create
a parenting relationship through
visitation.

Getting Visits. CPS’s obligation to
provide “reasonable efforts” toward
family reunification means, first and
foremost, that it provide parent-child
visitation. As a corollary to CPS’s
obligation to provide visits, the par-
ent must attend them; that is, most
courts view regular attendance at
visitation as one of the most impor-
tant indicators of the parent’s com-
mitment to the child. To the extent
possible, the father should accept

(Continued from front page.)

(Continued on page 150)
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every visit offered to him. And he
should attend each visit for its du-
ration; he should not show up late
or leave early. Explain to him that,
if he is going to be late to a visit or
miss it, he must call the CPS work-
er or foster parent immediately.

If CPS refuses to give the father
visits, immediately seek court assis-
tance. Speed is of the essence. At-
tachments can be lost if months go
by with little or no visitation. Dur-
ing those months, the child forms
attachments with other caretakers.
The earlier and more assertively the
client seeks visitation, the more
likely CPS and the court are to act
on his requests.

Getting to Visits. When CPS has cus-
tody of the child, parent-child visits
are usually—at least at the beginning
of the case—at the agency office or a
supervised visitation center. Make
sure your client can get to the visits.
If the father does not drive or have a
car, he must get a reliable ride or use
public transportation. If transporta-
tion is unavailable to the CPS office
or visitation center, press the social
worker to hold visits in a more ac-
cessible location. If the worker balks
at this, seek court assistance by filing
a motion for visitation or other mo-
tion arguing that CPS is not provid-
ing reasonable efforts to reunify the
family.

CPS often schedules visits only
during weekday business hours. This

arrangement may conflict with your
client’s work schedule. Explain to
your client that attending visits is
crucial. If your client cannot take
time off from work, urge the social
worker to hold visits after hours or
on weekends. If the agency cannot
accommodate your request, recom-
mend having another agency or su-
pervised visitation center with ex-
tended hours supervise the visits.
Alternatively, propose having a
friend or relative of the father super-
vise the visits. Again, if the worker
is not willing to accommodate this
request, seek redress in court.

Confirming visits. CPS often re-
quires parents to call to confirm
shortly before the visit or the visit

If you represent a father who
does not want any involvement
with the child, explore the
reasons why. If he believes he
cannot afford to raise his child,
discuss the availability of job
training services, child support,
and assistance from CPS or other
state agencies. If he believes he
would be a bad parent, explain
that services are available to
teach him how to care for his
child. If the father still does not
want anything to do with the
child, discuss whether he is better
served by:

signing a “surrender” or some
other form of voluntary relin-
quishment, or

allowing the dependency case
to proceed to an uncontested
termination of parental rights.

In most circumstances, the
first approach is best, even
though the client will have to sign
paperwork, perhaps before wit-
nesses, and may have to go to
court to be questioned by the
judge. Signing a voluntary relin-
quishment is always faster and
more certain than an uncontested

termination case. A dependency case
may last for months or even years,
and may not end in the termination
of any parent’s rights if the child is
returned to the original caretaker or
placed with a relative. Further, a par-
ent whose rights are terminated in-
voluntarily to one child may lose the
right to reunification services regard-
ing other—and future—children.1

Clients who wish to relinquish
parental rights because they believe
their child would be better off being
adopted may be best served by ac-
tively participating in the case. The
client may have strong views as to
who should care for or adopt the
child.

Fathers who sign surrender
agreements or simply “disappear”
from proceedings usually have no
say in the placement or adoption of
their children. Tell the father that,
even if he has no desire to seek cus-
tody, he can participate in the pro-
ceeding to request a particular place-
ment or adoptive resource. You may
also be able to advocate for visitation
or postadoption contact between the
father and child if that is consistent
with your client’s wishes.

Fathers who wish to relinquish

their rights to avoid child support
present different challenges. States
differ in their treatment of child
support for parents who surrender
their children voluntarily and those
whose rights are involuntarily ter-
minated.2 Adoption usually ends
ongoing support obligations, but it
may not erase past obligations or
the accrual of interest or penalties
on arrearages. Know the governing
law so you can explain all options
to your client.3

Sources:
1 See Pub. L. No. 105-89, § 101(a)(15)(D),
amending 42 U.S.C. § 671(a)(15)(D).
2 See, e.g., Adoption of Marlene, 822 N.E.2d
714 (Mass.2005) (voluntary surrender does
not terminate child support obligations);
County of Ventura v. Gonzales, 106 Cal. Rptr.
2d 461 (Ct. App. 2001) (order terminating
parental rights also extinguishes child support
obligation); Kauffman v. Truett, 771 A.2d 36
(Pa. Super. Ct. 2001); Department of Human
Resources v. Cowan, 469 S.E.2d 384, 386
(Ga. Ct. App.1996) (order terminating parental
rights extinguishes support obligation, but
voluntary surrender does not).
3 For a discussion of voluntary terminations,
see Welsh, The Hon. Martin P. “Strategies for
Obtaining Voluntary Consents in Termination
of Parental Rights Cases.” ABA Child Law
Practice 21(2), April 2002, 17.

Surrender/Relinquishment of Parental Rights

(Continued from page 146)
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will be canceled. Urge your client to
faithfully confirm. CPS usually has
no obligation to “make up” a visit
cancelled for failure to confirm.
Last-minute cancellations disappoint
children and suggest to CPS and the
court that the parent lacks commit-
ment and is unreliable.

Of course, parents often miss
visits for valid reasons, such as ill-
ness or family emergencies. Advise
your client to contact the worker as
soon as possible of the need to can-
cel. If a cancellation occurs, be sure
to document the reason in case the
matter arises later in court or in a
CPS internal review.

Getting more visits. CPS may offer
the father weekly visitation. Some
agencies offer visitation only every
other week or, worse, monthly. Visi-
tation for incarcerated parents may
be even less frequent. (A future ar-
ticle in this series will discuss visita-
tion for incarcerated fathers). Need-
less to say, it is difficult to preserve
attachments, and almost impossible
to create them, on such a schedule.
And frequent and regular visitation
is particularly important for very
young children.4

Advocate strenuously for more
frequent parent-child visitation for
the father seeking custody. Address
this first with the social worker,5

who may agree to a plan with pro-
gressively more frequent visits de-
pending on the father’s cooperation
with services and attendance at vis-
its. If the worker is not willing to
provide more frequent visitation,
consider appeals to supervisors and
more senior CPS staff. Be sure to
document these efforts in a letter to
the agency from you or your client.

If efforts with CPS prove un-
availing, seek help from the court.
This requires familiarity with rel-
evant legal standards for visitation
requests. In some jurisdictions,
judges can order CPS to provide
whatever visitation they believe
serves the child’s best interests.6  In
others, courts may not be able to do

Locating Your Client: A Checklist

Even when a nonresident father does not formally appear in a case,
courts in many jurisdictions will appoint counsel if the father is identified
by the mother or by CPS in its complaint or petition. If you are appointed
to represent a nonresident father, your first task may be to locate him.

Because you cannot take a position in court on behalf of a parent you
have not met, make every effort to contact the father and learn his posi-
tion quickly. The clock begins ticking toward permanency under the
Adoption and Safe Families Act (ASFA) as soon as the child enters state
care;1 it does not wait until the father is located, served with notice, or
appears.

The father’s address may be on CPS’s petition. If not, the mother, the
CPS worker, or even the child may know his whereabouts. If these in-
quiries are unsuccessful, consider the following options:

Send a letter to the last known address informing the client of the
proceeding and instructing him to contact counsel immediately.

Send letters to any of the client’s relatives (if such relatives are
identified in the CPS file, or if the social worker, the mother, or even
the child knows where they reside), asking them to have the father
contact counsel immediately regarding the case.

Leave a sealed letter at the father’s last known address with a separate
cover note requesting that the landlord or current resident forward the
letter to the father.

Consult the phone book covering the area of the last known address.

Consult Web sites that focus on addresses and phone numbers, such
as whitepages.com, mamma.com or addresses.com.

Consult the state Department of Revenue or other child support
agency to determine if it has an address for the father on file.

Contact the state Department of Corrections, or access inmate-locator
Web sites, such as VINElink (www.vinelink.com), the Corrections
Connection (www.corrections.com/links/show/20), the Pampered
Prisoner (www.thepamperedprisoner.com/inmatesearch.htm), or the
Federal Bureau of Prisons inmate locator service (www.bop.gov/
iloc2/LocateInmate.jsp), to determine if the father is currently resid-
ing in a correctional facility.

Retain the services of a private investigator to locate him, at court
expense, if your state allows.

If all reasonable efforts to locate the client are unsuccessful, insist on
service of process by publication or other notice that complies with state
law. Wait for any “objection” or “appearance” deadline to expire. If the
father still does not appear or contact you, the court is likely to strike
your appearance. If it does not, you may wish to withdraw from the rep-
resentation, or take no position in the proceeding but protect the client’s
rights to the extent possible.

Source:
1 The court must hold a “permanency hearing” within 12 months of a child entering foster care to
decide the permanent plan for the child. See Pub. L. No. 105-89, § 302, amending 42 U.S.C. §
675(5)C).
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so unless the moving party proves
CPS has abused its discretion or
erred as a matter of law.7 Whatever
the standard, judges may hesitate to
“overrule” CPS’s visitation deci-
sions. Consider retaining an expert
to help you prove the benefits of
more frequent visitation. Offer your
court affidavits, research or articles
on the benefits of visitation to the
extent permitted by your local prac-
tice and rules of evidence.8

Visits with the unwilling child. If the
child does not want visits, or reacts
poorly to them, your client may be
perceived as selfish and uncaring if
he pushes too hard for visitation.
Even when the child wants to visit,
the child may treat her father coldly,
or shrink from him during visits,
which may be very disappointing
for your client. Still, the father must
not give up; there may be many rea-
sons for the child’s feelings or reac-
tions. Work to identify those reasons
by asking the worker to explain to
the father why the child may be re-
acting this way. In certain circum-

stances, it may help to seek permis-
sion to speak to or meet with the
child’s therapist and foster parents,
to discuss these matters further. In
certain circumstances, “therapeutic”
visits—visits with the child’s thera-
pist or other counselor present to
help the father respond to the
child’s needs—may be appropriate.

Press CPS to determine how the
father can be introduced or reintro-
duced into the child’s life positively.
If CPS is not cooperative, notify the
court, arguing that “reasonable ef-
forts” requires the agency to deter-
mine how the father can visit the
child to further family reunification
efforts and serve the child’s
interests.

Services
Compliance with CPS’s case plan is
usually the best way to convince the
agency to place the child with the
nonresident father. Even if CPS has
other plans, courts may still order
such placement if the father has
complied with a case plan. It is
crucial, therefore, that CPS provide

the father a case plan with appropri-
ate services.

Getting a case plan. Getting a case
plan from CPS is easy if the agency
is interested in placement with the
father. If CPS has other goals, you
may have to advocate for the worker
to create a plan for the father. If the
agency is still unwilling, ask the
court to order CPS to create a plan.9

In the meantime, you may need to
identify appropriate local services
and help the client obtain them.

Getting the right services. Getting a
case plan is not enough. The father
must get the right services, partici-
pate in those services, and learn
from them how to parent the child.
CPS is often willing to negotiate case
plans with parents. You can help the
father negotiate the plan with his
worker to secure the services he
feels are most helpful to him. In
addition to regular and frequent
visitation, most fathers benefit from
some form of parenting education.
Even if the father has parenting
experience, completing a parenting
program will help him convince CPS
and the court that he has the desire
and skills to parent the child. If the
child has special needs, the case
plan should include services that
teach the father how to parent a
child with those needs.

Many fathers need assistance
with job skills and finding employ-
ment. It is difficult for any parent to
care for a child without regular in-
come. Press the CPS worker to make
all necessary referrals to agencies
specializing in job training and
placement.

If the plan requires the father to
do too much, he is likely to fail. If it
contains too few tasks—or the
wrong tasks—he will not be able to
parent the child even if he fully
complies with services, and neither
CPS nor the court will entrust him
with the child. (See Services Check-
list, p. 153.) Fathers may be more
likely to succeed in classes and other

The Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children
Nonresident fathers living out of state face another barrier to reunifica-
tion or placement with their children. Many jurisdictions interpret the
Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children (ICPC) to apply to out-
of-state nonresident parents.

The ICPC requires that the receiving state (state where the nonresi-
dent parent lives) conduct a home study of the out-of-state placement be-
fore the sending state (state hearing the dependency case) can place the
child across state lines. Such home studies may take weeks, or even
months, to complete. As a result, if a child is removed from a mother in
New York City, a father in Hoboken, NJ may have to wait months to get
his child, even though the parents live just a few miles apart and neither
state’s CPS alleges the father is unfit.

For a thorough discussion of the ICPC’s impact on out-of-state par-
ents, see:

Sankaran, Vivek S. “Navigating the Interstate Compact on the Place-
ment of Children: Advocacy Tips for Child Welfare Attorneys.” ABA
Child Law Practice 27(3), May 2008, 33.

Sankaran, Vivek S. “Out of State and Out of Luck: The Treatment of
Non-Custodial Parents under the Interstate Compact on the Placement
of Children.” Yale Law & Policy Review 25, Fall 2006, 63.

Fiermonte, Cecilia. “Interstate Placements: Applying the ICPC.” ABA
Child Law Practice 21(5), July 2002, 65.
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services that are father-specific and
account for men’s learning and in-
teraction styles.10 (A future article in
this series will address male help-
seeking behavior.)

Child Support
Many nonresident fathers are
subject to child support orders.
Some have been paying; others
have not. Many dependency courts
have jurisdiction to enter and/or
modify support orders. Inform your
client that by appearing in the case
he may be subject to such orders.

Paying child support allows fa-
thers to show their commitment to
the child. In many jurisdictions, fail-
ure to pay support is grounds to ter-
minate parental rights. Paying off
arrearages and making ongoing
payments may be key to the father’s
bid for custody. (A future article in
this series will address child support
issues.)

Trial Tips
To permanently deprive a nonresi-
dent father of custody and/or
terminate his parental rights, CPS
must prove he is unfit.11 Even if the
agency has no evidence of unfitness
or the evidence against the father is
slim, CPS may still oppose the
father’s request for custody. While
the burden of proof is on the state,
certain dependency courts may
hesitate to entrust a child to a parent
who was not previously the child’s
caretaker—or, perhaps, any child’s
caretaker. Some judges may even
hold stereotypical views of gender
roles and hesitate to place a child
with any father. You must therefore
prepare for trial with an eye to
“proving fitness.”

It helps to conceive of this proof
as having two components:

(1) Physical capacity looks to the
mechanics of child care and is es-
tablished by showing the client has:

safe and appropriate housing for
the child (such as an open room
or an open bed, no lead paint if

the child is young, working
smoke detectors, and no “danger-
ous” persons in the home);

sufficient financial resources to
provide for the child (including
savings, income and/or benefits);

child care if the client works; and

ready access (or transportation) to
daycare or school and to services
the parent and the child need
going forward.

 The best proof of the father’s
appropriate housing is often photo-
graphs of the home, the child’s
bedroom and, if the child is
younger, the yard and neighborhood
play spaces. The father’s pay stubs
and/or proof of benefits are helpful
to show his financial ability to care
for the child.12 In preparing the
father to testify, ensure he knows the
names and locations of the child’s
day care, school, and service pro-
viders, and how he will ensure the
child’s access to them should the
child be placed with him.

(2) Parenting capacity looks to the

client’s understanding of, and ability
to meet, the child’s physical and
emotional needs. The father’s com-
petent full- or part-time caretaking
of other children may be the most
compelling evidence. Other evi-
dence of the father’s parenting ca-
pacity can include showing that he:

understands the child’s needs;

has been kind, nurturing and
responsive to the child at visita-
tion and/or before the case;

successfully participated in CPS’s
case plan, including parenting
services;

is committed to the child (e.g.,
regularly attends visits, has
provided ongoing child support);
and

has a “plan” for meeting the
child’s short- and long-term
needs.

Using the client’s providers as
witnesses can help show that he has
participated in and benefited from
their programs or services. Obtain-
ing expert assistance may also help

Services Checklist
Counsel can serve nonresident fathers by becoming familiar with
available services and providers, especially those within a short distance
of the client’s home or accessible by public transportation. Such services
include:

job training
housing assistance
parenting classes (both basic skills and skills specific to the needs of
the child)
help procuring state and/or federal benefits for the father and/or the
child, including food stamps

Other fathers may need:
substance abuse counseling, including Alcoholics Anonymous or
Narcotics Anonymous
mental health services, including counseling and psychiatric
assistance
anger management counseling
batterer’s treatment
sex offender treatment
referrals to low-cost or pro bono legal services for matters other than
the dependency proceeding, such as housing or immigration
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prove the father has the skills and
understanding to care for the child.

Third-party Custody
The father may not want to care for
the child or may acknowledge he is
unable to do so. Instead, he may
want a relative (e.g., his parents) or
a family friend to be a foster place-
ment for, take custody of, or adopt
the child.

Explore this option with your
client early in the case. Children, es-
pecially younger ones, may attach
quickly to foster parents. Agencies
and courts may be reluctant to sever
these attachments to place children
with relatives, especially absent a
strong, preexisting relationship.
Make sure the agency is aware of
the client’s wish for a kinship place-
ment as soon as possible, and urge
the placement resource to contact
the social worker and fill out all
necessary paperwork.

State laws and procedures may
permit bypassing the foster care sys-
tem by proffering the relative as a
custodian, guardian, or adoptive re-
source for the child.  As the father’s
counsel, you may be permitted to
file the guardianship or adoption pe-

tition or other legal paperwork on
behalf of the resource, or you may
be restricted to a more supporting
role. In either case, counsel must
show—or help the petitioning re-
source show—that the resource has
the space and finances to care for
the child and the capacity to meet
the child’s needs.13

Support of the Mother
If the father supports the mother’s
efforts to regain custody, work
closely with the mother’s counsel to
devise a coherent, consistent strat-
egy that presents the strongest case
for the mother. You may wish to
share witness examination, docu-
ment review, and other trial
preparation.

The mother’s success at trial
may depend on the father’s promise
of ongoing financial and child care
support. Her success after trial may
depend on his follow-through on
those promises. Urge the father to
maintain a positive relationship with
the mother should she regain cus-
tody: Nonresident fathers who enjoy
a good relationship with the mother
tend to have greater contact and in-
volvement with their children.14

Preserving Visitation Rights after
Disposition
If the father is not seeking custody,
he may wish to preserve visitation
rights to the child following any
dispositional order. If the child is
returned to the mother, or if the
custodian, guardian, or adoptive
resource is the father’s kin, the
father may wish to address this issue
informally. Discuss the possible
fragility of such arrangements and
the benefits of having a formal
agreement or a court order for
visitation.

The father may agree that the
child should be adopted but want
some contact with the child thereaf-
ter. Some jurisdictions allow courts
to approve “open adoption” agree-
ments or order postadoption con-
tact.15 Such contact may include fre-
quent visits or visits only once or
twice each year; or it may be limited
to exchanging cards and photo-
graphs. Determine whether an open
adoption agreement is expressly au-
thorized or otherwise enforceable in
your jurisdiction. Also warn the fa-
ther about potential problems en-
forcing the agreement if the adop-
tive resource moves out of the juris-
diction or refuses to comply with the
terms of the agreement.16

Conclusion
Representing a nonresident father is
more complex than representing a
custodial parent. All parents’ coun-
sel must advocate zealously for their
clients’ wishes. But counsel for the
nonresident father is often tasked
with preserving the father’s standing
to participate in the proceeding,
convincing CPS and the court to
take the client seriously as a poten-
tial custodial resource, and helping
create—not just preserve—a parent-
child relationship.

For nonresident fathers, the
child welfare system can be cold,
unforgiving and filled with road-
blocks. Without your zealous ef-
forts, these clients may assume de-
feat and disappear from their

How Child Advocates Can Engage Fathers
in Child Welfare Cases

Encourage the court and child protective services agency to make
ongoing, diligent attempts to locate a missing or unknown nonresident
father.

Request information from the father’s counsel about his intentions
regarding custody of the child or maintaining or establishing a
relationship with the child.

Ask the father’s counsel about paternal relatives who may be
interested in maintaining a relationship with the child.

Ensure the child welfare agency is offering the father and his relatives
meaningful services and resources to engage properly with the child.

Request information from the child welfare agency about how visits
between the child and father have gone.

If appropriate, request information from the child about the father’s or
his relative’s whereabouts and desire to establish or maintain a
relationship with them.
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children’s lives. Representing a non-
resident father is difficult work, but
with careful planning and aggres-
sive advocacy, these fathers can
play an important role—big or small
—in their children’s lives. This ben-
efits the father, his children and
society.
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Committee for Public Counsel
Services Children and Family Law
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This article is one in a series commis-
sioned by the National Quality
Improvement Center on Nonresident
Fathers and the Child Welfare System
(QIC) funded by the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services (DHHS). Visit
www.fatherhoodqic.org for more
information.
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