Trends in Percent Ever Married by Age and

Race/Ethnicity

While the vast majority of Americans eventually marry, their age at marriage matters.

Headline/Trends

The percent of men and women who have ever mar-
ried in the United States increases steadily with age,
with nearly 100% of contemporary Americans over
the age of 70 having been married at some point in
their lives. Men tend to marry at older ages compared
with women.!

The percent of men and women
who have ever married in the United
States increases steadily with age,

with nearly 100% of contemporary
Americans over the age of 70 having
been married at some point in their
lives.

Background

While the vast majority of contemporary Americans
eventually marry, their age at marriage matters. Early
marriage is associated with an increased risk of mari-
tal dissolution compared with marriages that occur to
older individuals.?2 However, only a minority of Ameri-
cans now marries in their teens or early twenties. Re-
searchers have also found that individuals who have
never married report lower overall levels of well-being
compared with those who are married,® although the
exact reasons for this are unclear.

Differences by Subgroups

The percentage of black men and women who have
ever married is lower for most age brackets than it is
for their counterparts of other races/ethnicities. Across
all ages in 2001, 57 percent of black men and 58
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percent of black women had ever married, compared,
for example, to 73 percent of white, non-Hispanic
men and 79 percent of white, non-Hispanic women.*
The percent of young Hispanic females under the
age of 30 who have ever married is higher than other
females and males of the same age.

Definition

Data were collected from survey participants who
were asked the number of times they had been mar-
ried. Those who reported being married at least once
are included in the “ever married” category. “Ever
married” includes those who are currently married, as
well as those who are widowed, divorced, or separat-
ed.’

Data Source

Data for “all races” category: Kreider, RM (2005).
Number, Timing, and Duration of Marriages and
Divorces: 2001, Table 3. Current Population Reports,
P70-97. Washington, D. C.: U.S. Census Bureau.
Data for individual race categories: U.S. Census

Bureau, Survey of Income and Program Participation
(SIPP), 2001 Panel, Wave 2 Topical Module.
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Percentage of Men Ever Married, by Age: 2001
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Percentage of Women Ever Married, by Ags: 2001
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Percent Ever Married for People 15 Years and Over, by Age, Sex, Race,
and Hispanic Origin: 2001

70
15-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-49 50-59 60-69 years
years years years years years years Yyears years and

Characteristic Total

over

White Men 72.6 0.6 16.3 51.7 719 810 872 943 96.0 96.5

Asian Men 66.6 0.7 17.4 33.3 751 769 921 950 963 979

White Women 79.3 2.7 29.1 65.9 829 877 919 90 971 971

Asian Women 4.7 3.7 24.8 61.4 826 921 920 921 996 977

* Source: U.S. Census Bureau
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