
National Responsible Fatherhood 
Clearinghouse (NRFC) Webinar 

March 23, 2022 

1 

Serving Latino Fathers: Strategies for Inclusive Service Provision 

Presenter Bios  

Andrew Caffey, Bilingual Father Engagement Coordinator, Mom & Dad  
Project, Big Bear, CA 

Andrew Caffey is a Bilingual Father Engagement Coordinator with the Mom & 
Dad Project in Big Bear, CA. He is Black, Mexican, and Native American, and 
grew up in West Los Angeles with his single mother and brother. English was his 
second language and they spoke Spanish at home primarily. Andrew has been 
working with families for about seven years now and has been with the Mom & 
Dad Project for a year. He is also part of the Inland Empire Fatherhood 
Involvement Coalition (IEFIC) where he and his colleagues provide services to 
the mountain region. He led the first ever Nurturing Fathers program class in 
Spanish in Big Bear, CA for dads from the local community. The dads worked on 
breaking and healing their generational traumas, as well as breaking machismo 
attitudes with a focus on becoming great fathers. Andrew has a beautiful one 
year old daughter named Xiomara who is his pride and joy. 

Taffy Compain, Branch Chief, Office of Family Assistance, 
Administration for Children and Families, Washington, DC 
Taffy Compain is a Branch Chief with the Office of Family Assistance, 
Administration for Children and Families. Her dedication to enhancing the lives 
and well-being of families spans a career of over 28 years in child, youth, and 
family welfare services. After receiving her bachelor’s in arts degree from Florida 
State University in 1992, Taffy began providing direct family services as a Foster 
Care Counselor at the Florida Department of Children and Families (DCF) in 
Tallahassee, Florida. Through her subsequent years of service at the Florida DCF, 
Taffy oversaw recruitment and retention programs and served as Program 
Administrator over the Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children, the 
Interstate Compact on Adoptions and Medical Assistance, and the Child Welfare 
Professionals Training Academy. In 2008, Taffy moved to the Washington DC 
area to manage the training component of the federal Child and Family Services 
reviews, and subsequently joined the federal Department of Health and Human 
Services, Administration for Children and Families, as the National Foster Care 
Specialist. As a bilingual native of Puerto Rico, she has supported numerous 
efforts to authentically engage and serve Latino and minority communities 
throughout her career and in her personal life.
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Alicia La Hoz, PsyD, Founder and Executive Director, Family 
Bridges/Lazos de Familia, Chicago, Oakbrook Terrace, IL 

Dr. Alicia La Hoz is a Licensed Clinical Psychologist and Founder and Executive 
Director of Family Bridges. Alicia works with the Latino community in the 
Chicagoland area, where she leads her team in developing and coordinating 
Family Bridges’ comprehensive marriage and relationship programs. Away from 
the office, she spends her time with her two inquisitive children and devoted 
husband, exploring nature, visiting museums, and building Lego masterpieces. 
She participated in the Hispanic Research Work Group organized by the Office 
of Planning and Research Evaluation under the Administration for Children and 
Families, has been involved in providing lay counseling training in Latin 
America, and served as an assistant faculty member for Trinity International 
University, South Florida Campus, teaching community psychology in the 
graduate psychology department. Under her leadership, Family Bridges worked 
with ICF International in 2013 to complete a toolkit for stakeholders working 
with Latino couples and individuals. 

 

 

Ron Tijerina, Co-Director, The RIDGE Project, McClure, OH 

Ron Tijerina is the co-founder and co-executive director of The RIDGE Project, 
Inc. Together with his wife Catherine, he co-created the award-winning TYRO 
curriculum, which attacks the cultures of entitlement, incarceration, and 
generational cycles of poverty that fragment families and destroy legacies. His 
work in the Ohio prison system and across the nation has strengthened tens of 
thousands of families and garnered national attention. Currently Ron and 
Catherine speak in venues across the United States and abroad sharing their 
vision of permanent transformation for families. TYRO programs are evidence-
based programs that champion healthy marriage, successful reentry, involved 
fatherhood, workforce empowerment, and intentional leadership. In addition to 
being a husband and father of three, Ron has also been blessed with five 
amazing grandchildren and two wonderful daughters-in-law. 


